Principles to have in mind when making decision

Introduction

The Church is our Mother and Teacher.  While there are many ways to know moral truth, we Catholics are privileged because we believe in the authority of the Magisterium.

Whatever the Church authoritatively teaches is the truth.  Everyone, even nonbelievers, can recognize this; for, what the Church teaches is already written in every human heart.  

Due to sin, it’s sometimes hard to know the truth.  For this reason, God gave us the Magisterium, and one of its tasks is to help us make moral judgments. 

Now before the election, what teaching of the Church are important to kepp in mind?

           Man depends on God.  Man comes from God and to God man will  return.

Man is composed of both matter and spirit, both of which are essential to human nature.  

When we speak about spirit, we mean that man is able to know and to love.  This entails that man has intellect and will.

One of the charcteristics of the will is freedom. 

Man is not born free, but is born with the possibility of becoming free.
a. Freedom is not merely the capacity to choose

b. Freedom does not consist in doing whatever I feel like
c. Freedom is not in opposition to the law
d. Freedom is not detached from the truth – “the Truth will set you free” John 8:32
e. Freedom is only the choice of the authentic good. 
The Good – Three elements must be present for an act to be good.  

 Bonum ex integra causa; Malum ex quovis defectu

f. Object – (What you do)  The action the person chooses to perform.  

g. intention or end (Why you do it) The motivation of the subject who is acting.  

h. circumstances  (How it is done) The consequences or secondary elements that contribute to increasing or diminishing the moral goodness or evil of human acts.  


Man is an end in himself and never a means. Man is the only creature on earth that God has wanted for its own sake. (GS 24)
The notion of Evil

a. Intrinsic Evil – an evil regardless of intention and circumstances.  

b. Extrinsic evil -  an evil that is such because of the intention and the circumstances of the person acting.  

The end never justifies the means, therefore, it is never moral to do evil to obtain a good end.  

Man is responsible for the Common Good (for example, man has to enact laws that both lead one to good and prohibit laws that are in themselves evil).  It would be wrong to say ‘I am personally against abortion, but others are free to choose what they want.’ 

VOTING: WHAT DOES THE CHURCH SAY?

1.) Why talk on voting?

a. Faith underlies all that we do. The Church has the responsibility to form the consciences of all the faithful. The Church is interested in the whole human person, and calls us to create a Civilization of love/Culture of life.

2.) Is the Church saying that I have to vote Republican?

a. The Church does not endorse a particular candidate or party. Yet, I often hear things like, ‘Grandma would turn over in her grave if she knew that I was supposed to vote this way.’ We are called to place our loyalty to Christ and His Church on earth above political affiliations.

3.) What are the issues of importance?

a. Faithful Citizenship, the document produced by the North American bishops regarding political issues, states that we need to first promote and protect life in all of its stages,  take care of the hungry, those who lack health care, provide descent wages for families, improved education, aid to the homeless, indeed all that contributes to the common good and the building up of the Kingdom of God.

4.) What do I do if neither candidate supports these things? Or, what if one supports more of these than the other?

a. The late Cardinal Bernardin, promoter of what is called the “Consistent life Ethic,” says that not all values are of equal weight. The Church teaches that there are five non-negotiable issues because they, themselves, constitute intrinsically evil actions. These issues are Abortion, Euthanasia, Fetal Stem Cell Research, Human Cloning, and Redefining Marriage apart from God’s Law. These issues are a different in kind, not degree.
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