Moral Principles

“The Truth will set you free” John 8:32

"Deep within his conscience man discovers a law which he has not laid upon himself but which he must obey”. CCC1776

"Conscience is man's most secret core, and his sanctuary. There he is alone with God whose voice echoes in his depths" (GS 16). CCC1795

Introduction

The Church is our Mother and Teacher.  While there are many ways to know moral truth, we Catholics are privileged because we believe in the authority of the Magisterium.

Whatever the Church authoritatively teaches is the truth.  Everyone, even nonbelievers, can recognize this; for, what the Church teaches is already written in every human heart.  

Due to sin, it’s sometimes hard to know the truth.  For this reason, God gave us the Magisterium, and one of its tasks is to help us make moral judgments. 

Teachings of the Church regarding morality.

God calls us to his own beatitude. Hapiness is the goal of human life.

Man comes from God and to God man will  return.

Man is composed of both matter and spirit, both of which are essential to human nature.  

When we speak about spirit, we mean that man is able to know and to love.  This entails that man has intellect and will.

One of the charcteristics of the will is freedom. 

Man is not born free, but is born with the possibility of becoming free.
a. Freedom is not merely the capacity to choose

b. Freedom does not consist in doing whatever I feel like
c. Freedom is not in opposition to the law
d. Freedom is not detached from the truth – “the Truth will set you free” John 8:32
e. Freedom is only the choice of the authentic good. 
The Good – Three elements must be present for an act to be good. 

 Bonum ex integra causa; Malum ex quovis defectu

f. Object – (What you do)  The action the person chooses to perform.  

g. intention or end (Why you do it) The motivation of the subject who is acting.  

h. circumstances  (How it is done) The consequences or secondary elements that contribute to increasing or diminishing the moral goodness or evil of human acts.  

Good and truth are the same thing. Truth is not something forced upon us; it is something God allows us  to discover. 

The eternal truth is God. 

We partecipate in this truth- it is poured in to us in two ways:

a. divine law: revealed truth

b. natural law: truth planted in our nature that we can grasp with our intellect
Conscience is an act of judgment that apply the universal truth to a particular case.

Conscience is the label given to the part of our being, centerd in our intellect and will, that makes personal contact with truth. 

To judge that an act is right or wrong is precisely what conscience is supposed to do. 

Man is an end in himself and never a means. Man is the only creature on earth that God has wanted for its own sake. (GS 24)
The notion of Evil

a. Intrinsic Evil – an evil regardless of intention and circumstances.  

b. Extrinsic evil -  an evil that is such because of the intention and the circumstances of the person acting.  

The end never justifies the means, therefore, it is never moral to do evil to obtain a good end.  

The PDE: the principle of double effect: It is moral to perform an act which produce both a good and evil effect when:

1. The moral object must be good or neutral, not intrisically evil.

2. The evil result is tolereted, not intended; the good effect is what the agent intends

3. The good effect doesn’t occur as a result of the evil effect 

4. there must be a proportionate reason for doing the act: included among these reasons must be the unavailability of other alternatives. 

Man is responsible for the Common Good (for example, man has to enact laws that both lead one to good and prohibit laws that are in themselves evil).  It would be wrong to say ‘I am personally against abortion, but others are free to choose what they want.’ 
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